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D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 5  
Like and Follow us on  

Facebook 
 

CENTER HOURS 

Monday through Thursday:  
8:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

 

Friday: 

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

 

The Center is CLOSED on 
Wednesday, Thursday AND 

Friday, December 24th, 25th 
and 26th for Christmas.   

The Center will reopen on  
Monday, December 29th.  

H i l l t o p  N e w s  

THE NUTCRACKER REIMAGINED 

Lake Erie Ballet Company has generously extended an invitation to 
Mercy Hilltop Senior Center members to attend their Nutcracker 
Suite.  This is an hour-long ABBREVIATED PERFORMANCE designed 
for students, but this year they have invited seniors!  The perfor-
mance is on Friday, December 12th at 10:00 AM at the beautiful 
Warner Theatre.   Tickets are $5 per person, PAID IN ADVANCE.  
  

The MHC van will depart from the Center at 9:15 AM on Friday,      
December 12th (van fee is $2), WEATHER PERMITTING.  Members 
are welcome to drive on their own (parking may be tricky down-
town, so please plan accordingly).  The van will drop oƯ members 
at the State Street doors (STATE STREET FOR ENTRANCE ONLY and 
FRENCH STREET FOR EXIT ONLY).  Please pay for your ticket (and 
van fee, if applicable) at the Center’s Front Desk.  THE ABSOLUTE  
DEADLINE IS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24th; there are NO EXCEPTIONS 
as this is their deadline.  THANK YOU! 
 

 

SEVERE WEATHER CLOSURES 

In the case of severe weather/storms, MHC will be listed on ALL local 
news outlets if the Center is closed due to dangerous conditions.  We 
will also place an alert on the Mercy Hilltop Senior Center Facebook 
page and members may receive an email alert.  We do not have the   
capability of making phone calls to almost 500 members to advise of a 
weather-related closing, so please check the above outlets before 
heading the Center to make sure we are indeed open.   Thank you! 
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NURSE JUDY 
Nurse Judy is available for in-person visits/appointments on MOST Tuesday and Thursday mornings.  When she is not in 
the oƯice, however, she can ALWAYS contact members by phone.  To arrange a time to speak with Nurse Judy, please 
call 814-824-2214, extension 101.  THANK YOU! 
 

PRODUCE AND FROZEN MEAL DELIVERY 
ADVANCED ORDERS for both PRODUCE and made from scratch FROZEN MEALS is oƯered by Legacy Pathways.  
PRICING and MEAL SELECTIONS (seasonal) are available at the Center.  WINTER SELECTIONS ARE HERE!  PRICING 
UPDATE:  Meals are $8 each; if eight (8) or more meals are ordered, the cost drops to $6 EACH.   Orders must be  re-
ceived BY NOON on Mondays and are delivered to the Center on Wednesdays.  Check with Dawn at the Front Desk for 
pick-up time.  Questions?  Please call 814-824-2214, extension 101.   Thank you! 
 

              WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

WELCOME to our newest members of Mercy Hilltop Senior Center: Elaine Agnello, Joe Alecci,                                                                                                
Wendy Budacki, Kathleen Ciesielski, Lynnette Coleman, Cheryl Holly, Lilly Hughes, Julie Kimball, Barbara Little,     
Linda Melaragno, Sandra Miller, Jean Craige Pepper, Sheri Price, Marsha Ray, Kathleen Reichert, Susan Rounsley, Pat 
Rupp, Nancy Samick, Crystal Walters, Mimi Weiss, and Mary Ann Wieczorek have all joined MHC in October.     
Welcome to our Center; we look forward to getting to know you! 
 

FREE EVENING CONSULTATIONS 
Pat Tobey, our Social Worker, is available on Tuesday evenings for an appointment to assist with documents, listening to 
personal concerns, giving advice, connecting members to the appropriate resource, and/or discussing an array of 
topics.  She can also assist with setting up online banking, bill pay, medical portals (My UPMC/My Chart), and/or    
social security.gov accounts.  Please call 814-824-2214, extension 101, to schedule an appointment. 
 

MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 
Membership is open to individuals 60 years of age and older and to their spouses/partners, regardless of 
their age.  Join today for only $25 ($45 for couples) with a discount always honored for Veterans.   
 

Ballet Barre, Line Dancing, Silver Sneakers and Yoga classes are $3 for members and $5 for non-members 

QiGong is $1 for members and $3 for non-members 

Studio Art is $8 for members and $10 for non-members (per three-hour session) 
Mahjong is $1 for members and $2 for non-members 

 

With SILVER SNEAKERS OR RENEW ACTIVE, through your insurance provider, MHC Ʊtness classes are FREE.   
 

*Please See Dawn at the Center Front Desk For Questions/Inquiries on Health Insurance Fitness BeneƱts* 

 

Does the Center have your email address?  To receive email notiƱcations on closings, special events,       
announcements, and important information via email, please see Dawn at the Front Desk.  Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS?   Please call 814-824-2214, extension 101 for clariƱcation, to RSVP or CANCEL, and/or to make  
appointments for any of MHC’s services, activities, events, classes, etc. oƯered at the Center.  THANK YOU! 

ADVANCED PLANNING 
As a nonproƱt organization, we rely heavily on donations to support all oƯered.  Consider helping the Center with  
advanced planning, which is simply sharing your appreciation of MHC with your families now and reminding them to name 
Mercy Hilltop Senior Center as a recipient of donations in your memory.  As always, thank you for your support. 



 

THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ACTIVITIES, TRIPS & EVENTS: 
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1st at 10:00 AM - CRAFT with LOIS - Sample Pictures available at the Center.   
*Space is limited so kindly RSVP as soon as possible as crafts FILL QUICKLY! 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1st from 1:00 PM - 3:15 PM - OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR MEDICARE (45-minute one-

on-one appointments) with representatives from The Davis Agency   *Kindly Call 814-824-2214, extension 
101 to schedule your appointment. 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3rd at 10:30 AM - VAN DEPARTS for the monthly  LUNCH OUTING (Details are 
on Page 5)    *PLEASE ARRIVE AT THE CENTER BY 10:15 AM FOR A TIMELY DEPARTURE! 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4th at 4:00 PM - OLD-FASHIONED HOLIDAY POTLUCK - Bring your favorite dish to 
share with fellow members for an evening of food and conversation to kick-start the holiday season.  MHC 
will provide beverages and all of the paper products needed.  Please sign-up with Dawn at the Front Desk to 
RSVP no later than Monday, December 1st.  Please be sure to advise what you are bringing to share.   
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8th at 10:30 AM - HEALTHY LIVING SUPPORT GROUP:   Tackling Dry and Cracked 
Winter Skin.   Join us as we discuss how ways to prevent winter Ʋakes (on our skin)!    *Kindly RSVP. 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11th at 4:00 PM - ALICE FRAZIER’S CHRISTMAS SHOW Featuring Cabaret and 
Concert artist, Alice Frazier.  Refreshments to follow!   *Kindly RSVP as soon as possible as space is limited! 

 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12th at 9:15 AM - VAN DEPARTS FOR THE NUTCRACKER AT WARNER THEATRE  See 
Front Page for Details.       **ABSOLUTE SIGN-UP DEADLINE IS MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24th**  
 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15th at 10:45 AM - PET THERAPY with Finnegan, Taz, & Kody, CertiƱed through the              
Alliance of Therapy Dogs    *ALL ARE WELCOME! 

T U E S D AY  D O L L A R  M O V I E S  
 

Join us for Tuesday Dollar Movies!  Each Tuesday, we feature a movie for $1 in our community room.   Please 
note that movies are subject to change based on availability.  Snacks are provided.  Please bring your own 
beverage and arrive early to get your seat.  MOVIES START PROMPTLY at 1:00 PM.  

  

12/2/25: Ruth & Boaz (2025 - 1 hour / 33 minutes - Rated PG – Romantic Drama)  
 

12/9/25: The Merry Gentlemen (2024 - 1 hour / 28 minutes - PG - Romantic Comedy)     
 

12/16/25: A Castle for Christmas (2021 - 1 hour / 38 minutes - G - Romantic Comedy)   
 

12/23/25: Last Christmas (2019 - 1 hour / 43 minutes - PG-13 - Romantic Comedy) 

 

12/30/25: About My Father (2023 - 1 hour / 30 minutes - PG-13 - Comedy) 
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THIS MONTH’S FEATURED ACTIVITIES, TRIPS & EVENTS: 
 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 18th at 4:00 PM - BOOK CLUB discussing, Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby 
Van Pelt.  PLEASE ALERT us if you are unable to attend a meeting, but want a book (s) ordered for you!      
    Next Meeting:   Thursday, January 15th at 4:00 PM:  The Collected Regrets of Clover by Mikki Brammer. 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19th at 10:00 AM - CASH BINGO WITH REFRESHMENTS, sponsored by Heritage 
Health.   *Kindly RSVP by Friday, December 12th so enough refreshments can be provided.   

 

WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY, and FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24th, 25th and 26th - THE CENTER IS 
CLOSED FOR THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY - We wish all Members a very Merry Christmas!   

THE CENTER WILL REOPEN ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 29th! 
 

PLEASE RSVP (814-824-2214, EXTENSION 101) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR ALL EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

MONTHLY HEALTHY LIVING SUPPORT GROUP 
Join us for our member-driven support group focusing on preventative/proactive wellness to address all     
aspects of life: nutrition, Ʊtness, relationships, stress, and sleep in a functional health approach!  Monthly 
meetings are held on the SECOND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH at 10:30 AM.   This month’s meeting is on 
Monday, December 8th and we will be discussing, Tackling Dry, Winter Skin.   Please RSVP! 
 

ANNUAL KNITTING/CROCHET GROUP DONATIONS 
This year’s donations of hats, scarves, and mittens, all handmade by MHC’s Knitting and Crochet Group, will 
go to the Inner City Neighborhood Art House, a ministry of the Benedictine Sisters, providing free art educa-
tion/creative programming for youth and adults from the inner city.  Donation pictures will be forthcoming!  
 

PLEASE HELP US RECYCLE! 
One of the Sisters of Mercy’s critical concerns is reverence for the earth.  Please help us to help the Sisters to 
address this critical concern!   We have ONE RECYCLING BIN located in the LOBBY area across from the book 
shelves.  If you are unable to place your plastic bottle/jug (s), etc. into the recycling bin, please leave it out so 
that we can.   PLEASE DO NOT PLACE PLASTIC BOTTLES/JUGS, ETC. INTO THE TRASH BINS.   Thank you! 
 

FEELING UNDER THE WEATHER 
With the VIRUS SEASON upon us, please help us to HELP KEEP ALL OF YOU healthy through the winter/spring!  
Please do NOT come to the Center if you have SYMPTOM (S) of ANY VIRUS/INFECTION.  This includes:  fever 
(low-grade or otherwise), body aches, runny nose, sore throat, cough, tummy troubles and anything in between.  If 
you are unsure that you are falling ill, but just don’t feel like yourself, please take the extra precaution, call your 
doctor, and STAY HOME.   Thank you for keeping fellow MHC members, instructors, and staff well this season!  
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QUESTIONS?   Please call 814-824-2214, extension 101 for clariƱcation, to RSVP, CANCEL, and/or to schedule  appointments 
for any of MHC’s services, activities, events, classes, etc.   THANK YOU! 
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  MONTHLY LUNCH BUNCH OUTING 

Our monthly Lunch Outing is *typically on the FIRST Wednesday* of each month. Holidays, special events and 
WEATHER can cause exceptions.  Members can meet the group there or ride on the MHC van for a nominal fee (see 
below).  The van fee paid to MHC SECURES YOUR SEAT.  Restaurants require accurate reservations that must be re-
ceived no later than two (2) WEEKS PRIOR to the outing date.  Reservations for the following month’s lunch ARE       
ACCEPTED STARTING ON THE DATE LISTED BELOW.  Reservations at the restaurant are under Mercy Hilltop Senior 
Center; the time can vary.  If you are unable to make it, PLEASE CALL THE CENTER TO ALERT US.  Departure times are 
listed below.  IF RIDING ON THE MHC VAN, KINDLY ARRIVE AT THE CENTER AT LEAST (15) MINUTES PRIOR TO DE-
PARTURE TIME.   Menus are typically available at the Center for members to peruse beforehand.   Upcoming Outings: 

 

 DECEMBER 3rd: Habibi (Mediterranean) (127 West 14th Street, Erie) - Van Departs at 10:30 AM ($2 van fee) 

 JANUARY 7th:  Calamari’s Squid Row (1317 State Street, Erie) - Sign-Up Opens 12/1/25  ($2 van fee) 
 

*PLEASE RSVP BEFORE THE DEADLINE & PLEASE CALL THE CENTER TO CANCEL YOUR RESERVATION* 

Please join us in wishing a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY to MHC members celebrating in DECEMBER:  
        

 OLGA GUIDRY   DECEMBER 1  TERESE WILSON  DECEMBER 14 

       GERALD KAUFMAN  DECEMBER 1  SANDRA GROSS  DECEMBER 16 

       DEBRA MUYE   DECEMBER 1  JULIE KIMBALL   DECEMBER 16 

       TOBY BIRK   DECEMBER 2  NANCY MATLOCK  DECEMBER 16 

       LEANN KENNEDY  DECEMBER 2  MARILYN BROWN  DECEMBER 18 

       BARBARA MCCLELLAN  DECEMBER 2  JOANNE KLIMCZAK  DECEMBER 18 

 TANIA SMALL   DECEMBER 3  SHERI PRINCE   DECEMBER 18  
       JANE DAVIS   DECEMBER 4  SUSAN SHEEHAN  DECEMBER 18 

       BARBARA GUNESCH  DECEMBER 4  KATHY HOFFMAN  DECEMBER 19 

 JUDY TROCKI   DECEMBER 4  BECKY HUTZLER  DECEMBER 21 

 CAROLE BLAKESLEE  DECEMBER 5  JUDY PIANO   DECEMBER 22 

       JACKLYN JOHNSON  DECEMBER 5  MARSHA RAY   DECEMBER 23 

 MARJORIE KAMINSKY  DECEMBER 5  LARRY LAFATA   DECEMBER 24 

       DENNIS NOWAK  DECEMBER 6  BARRIE ROBBINS  DECEMBER 26 

       SUSAN CHURCH  DECEMBER 7  NANCY GITTERE  DECEMBER 27 

       LINDA MARTZ   DECEMBER 7  DEBRA SAVELLI  DECEMBER 27 

       ANN WEISS   DECEMBER 7  JIM DAMMEYER  DECEMBER 28 

 LINDA MELARAGNO   DECEMBER 8  MARY GERBER   DECEMBER 28 

 SUE SLOCUM   DECEMBER 9  DON ARMSTRONG  DECEMBER 29 

 CINDY DAVIS   DECEMBER 10  NORMA LOHR   DECEMBER 29 

 PAMELA REED   DECEMBER 11  MARY JANE MCLAUGHLIN DECEMBER 29 

 DARLENE FLETCHER  DECEMBER 12  JOAN SALTSMAN  DECEMBER 29 

 JOYCE PEROWICZ  DECEMBER 12  ELLEN MCNERNEY  DECEMBER 30 

 JANE STEIGMEYER  DECEMBER 12  FRANCIS CONSTANTINE DECEMBER 31 

 TINA BAILEY   DECEMBER 14  MARIBETH WHITEHILL  DECEMBER 31 

 ROBIN KELLER   DECEMBER 14 

 BALLET CLASS SCHEDULE CHANGE  
Starting in January, Age of Elegance Ballet Class will be on Monday afternoons at 2:30 PM.  Our instructor, Tauna 
has again been invited to instruct a spring semester class at Mercyhurst University, ending in early May.  This 
schedule change begins on Monday, January 5th, class will begin at 2:30 PM.  We are anticipating that the Ʊrst 
class BACK to the 4:45 PM schedule will be on Tuesday, May 19th.  Stay tuned to the newsletter for updates.  



MERCY HILLTOP SENIOR CENTER  -   DECEMBER 2025 -  6  

 Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday   

 1 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:45 AM  Silver Sneakers 

10:00 AM  Craft with Lois 

(details on page 3) 

12:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

12:00 PM  Pinochle 

1:00 PM  Medicare    

Appointments (page 3) 

2 
9:00 AM  Chair Yoga 

10:00 AM Painting Class 

10:15 AM  Qigong 

12:30 PM  Studio Art 

1:00 PM  Dollar Movie  

4:45 PM  Age of Elegance  

Ballet Class 

3  

9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:00 AM Studio Art 

9:45 AM Silver Sneakers 

10:30 AM  Van Departs 

for Monthly Lunch Outing 

(details on page 5) 

11:00 AM Canasta & 500 

12:30 PM Studio Art 

4 
 

9:00 AM  Bridge 

9:00 AM  Knit/Crochet 

12:00 PM  Mahjong 

1:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

2:15 PM Qigong  

4:00 PM  Holiday Potluck 
(details on page 3) 

5 
9:45 AM  Silver  

Sneakers Fitness Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER CLOSES AT NOON 

 

 8 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:45 AM  Silver Sneakers 

10:30 AM Healthy Living 

Support (details on page 3) 

12:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

12:00 PM  Pinochle 

9   
9:00 AM  Chair Yoga 

10:00 AM Painting Class 

10:15 AM  Qigong 

12:30 PM  Studio Art 

1:00 PM  Dollar Movie  

4:45 PM  Age of Elegance 

Ballet Class 

 

11 

9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:00 AM Studio Art 

9:45 AM Silver Sneakers 

11:00 AM Canasta & 500  

12:30 PM Studio Art 

11 
 

9:00 AM  Bridge 

9:00 AM  Knit/Crochet 

12:00 PM  Mahjong 

1:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

2:15 PM  Qigong  

4:00 PM  Christmas 

Show with Alice Frazier 
(details on page 3) 

12 
9:15 AM  Van Departs for 

Warner Theatre (front page) 

9:45 AM  Silver  

Sneakers Fitness Class 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER CLOSES AT NOON 

 

 15 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:45 AM  Silver Sneakers 

10:45 AM  Pet Therapy 

12:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

12:00 PM  Pinochle 

16 

9:00 AM  Chair Yoga 

10:00 AM Painting Class 

10:15 AM  Qigong 

12:30 PM  Studio Art 

1:00 PM  Dollar Movie  

4:45 PM  Age of Elegance  

Ballet Class 

17 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:00 AM Studio Art 

9:45 AM Silver Sneakers 

11:00 AM Canasta & 500  

12:30 PM Studio Art 

18  
9:00 AM  Bridge 

9:00 AM  Knit/Crochet 

12:00 PM  Mahjong 

1:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

2:15 PM  Qigong 

4:00 PM  Book Club 

19 
9:45 AM  Silver  

Sneakers Fitness Class 

10:00 AM  CASH BINGO 

with Refreshments (page 4) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER CLOSES AT NOON 

 

 22 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:45 AM  Silver Sneakers 

12:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

12:00 PM  Pinochle 

23  
9:00 AM  Chair Yoga 

10:00 AM Painting Class 

10:15 AM  Qigong 

12:30 PM  Studio Art 

1:00 PM  Dollar Movie 

4:45 PM  Age of Elegance 

Ballet Class 

24 CENTER IS CLOSED 
 

 

25 CENTER IS CLOSED  26 CENTER IS CLOSED  

 29 
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:45 AM  Silver Sneakers 

12:00 PM  Chair Yoga 

12:00 PM  Pinochle 

30  
9:00 AM  Chair Yoga 

10:00 AM Painting Class 

10:15 AM  Qigong 

12:30 PM  Studio Art 

1:00 PM  Dollar Movie 

4:45 PM  Age of Elegance 

Ballet Class 

31  
9:00 AM  Cardio Blast 

9:00 AM Studio Art 

9:45 AM Silver Sneakers 

11:00 AM Canasta & 500  

12:30 PM Studio Art 

   



 MERCY HILLTOP SENIOR CENTER STAFF 
                 

  Dina Scribner, Executive Director  Jean Berarducci, Activities Coordinator  

  Dawn Johnson, Membership Coordinator  Judy Bekeny, Registered Nurse 

  Pat Tobey, Social Worker     
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MERCY HILLTOP SENIOR CENTER BOARD MEMBERS 
     

   Karen Karle, Board Chair     Amy Danzer, Board Co-Chair   
   Laura Myers, Board Co-Chair  Bethany Woods, Secretary   

   Laura Hellman, Treasurer    Dina Scribner, Executive Director 

   Carol Amann    Sr. Mary Felice Duska, RSM    

   Tom Erickson    Bob Harrington 

   Brian Hennessy    Janet Kiehlmeier    

   Linda Mackowski   Margo Peters 

 

DECEMBER FUNDRAISER 
December’s fundraiser is Buy A Square. A numbered board from 1-75 will be posted in the lobby where members can 
purchase as many numbered squares as desired.  Each square is $5 and on Wednesday, December 31st, the winning 
number will be pulled and the winner notiƱed.   If all 75 squares are purchased, the winner will take home $187.50!   
THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING MERCY HILLTOP SENIOR CENTER! 
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CLIENT FOCUSED, RESULTS DELIVERED!
Ask About Our Senior

Transition System

FRED AMENDOLA
Realtor®

2564 Village Common Dr.

O: 814-833-9500

C: 814-882-4100
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Erie location

1301 W 26th Street

Erie, PA  16508

Phone 814-454-9777
Robert Petruso, BC-HIS

Arlene Petruso, BC-HIS

 Helping You Hear Life’s 
Moments for 52 years!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Advertise in our Newsletter!

CONTACT ME  

Donna Delgrosso

ddelgrosso@4LPi.com  

(800) 888-4574 x3107


